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DRAFT MINUTES
1. Attendance

Cllr Jenny Carpenter, Cllr Janet Clarke, Cllr Colin Deakins, Cllr Ann
Bowyer

County Councillor Tony Kear
2. Apologies
Cllr Julian Bowen-Sargent, Cllr Hannah Dando, Cllr Jo Storey

County Councillor Meirion Howells

3. Declarations of Interest
None
4, Chair’s Remarks

The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting
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5. County Councillor’s Reports

a. Meirion Howells reported:

1.

®

10.

Revocation of Usk Air Quality Management Area Order 2005 Proposal
consultation. There are 3 sites in Woodside. Email your comments at
environmentalhealth@monmouthshire.gov.uk by midday on 1st March 2026.
For more information and to view the 2025 Air Quality Progress Report, this
Proposal Note and the Draft Revocation Order by visiting
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/air-quality

Usk Bridge has once again been repaired. Site meeting - county, town and
community councillors met with MCC Highways, Heritage, and Flood
Officers on January 14" to tackle repeated damage to Usk’s Grade II* listed
bridge caused by heavy goods vehicles. A site visit was followed by a
roundtable discussion exploring potential solutions, including bridge
widening, introducing a ‘V-notch’, and installing smart traffic light
technology. The group agreed to review the viability of these options and will
reconvene in four weeks to progress plans.

Garden Waste Collections 2026. Registration now open
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/garden-waste/
Usk Men’s Shed is having an expression of interest meeting at 2pm on
Thursday 29" January at the Usk Hub, Maryport St.

Usk Repair Café is having an expression of interest meeting at 6.30pm on
Friday 30" January inthe New Court Hotel, Maryport St, Usk. First Repair Café
will be held on Sunday 8" March 10am - 1pm at the Usk Memorial Hall.
Grants up to £25,000 to renovate an empty property you own or looking to
buy. www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/housing/home-improvement-loan-
scheme

Litter Picking Equipment available at to borrow from the Usk Hub.

New bus timetable 1% January. Minor changes to the No.60 route.
Adjoining ward Tre-Herbert Rd Road Closure -Tuesday 3 February 8am to
5pm. Poling Works

Little Jockey were looking to provide Sunday Roasts and were asking
customers for their opinions on social media.

b. Councillor Tony Kear reported that:

1. TK has chased up flooding officers for an update on the pre-December

flooding that took place in Little Mill, a response is awaiting

2. The SID at Monkswood has been repaired

3. Ongoing legal enforcement action in Little Mill

4. A meeting took place at Usk Bridge (Chair attended) to review
possibilities to prevent further damage to the wall on Llanbadoc side
by HGV and large vehicles. CCTV has been recommissioned and is
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working. A report has been circulated showing options pros / cons to
different approaches to traffic management. The minutes of the site
meeting have not yet been circulated.

5. Friday 20" February Ponthir Village Hall at 7pm - public meeting -
solar community group to discuss a proposed solar farm on Tre-
Herbert Road (Ponthir)

Comments from Members of the public
No members present
Clerk’s Report & Action points

Date set for appraisal

Confirmation sent for quotation for tree works (Corran)
Confirmation sent for quotation for bench

Further quotations requested from listed contractors (Twyn Y Cryn,

Trostra etc...)

e.

f.

Training modules booked
Set meeting with Jon Wassal

g. Response received phone box — drafting plan

h. Response to Phaedra for location of SIDS (awaiting reply after site
inspection)

i. Defibitems ordered

j. Plaque draft requested and received (Colin)

k. OVW AGM attended

I.  OVW Area Committee Meeting attended (this evening)

m. Site meeting at Usk Bridge attended

n. Site visitto damaged bridge in Glacoed

o. Project suggestions submitted to Carl Touhig

p. CAB donation made £250

g. Investigate ‘working life’ of Defib units

r.  Commemorative bench arranged for collection and metal work

s. Metwith contractors at Llanbadoc Island to discuss playpark equipment
options

t.

Precept request submitted to MCC
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Approval of Minutes
a. December/January ordinary meeting
i  Proposed by Cllr Deakins seconded by Cllr Bowyer
Quotations for tree works at Twyn Y Cryn

i Aquotation received from Native Wales for £1860 has been
accepted for: Felling of identified and marked Trees

i Felling of suspended and compression risk Trees
i Logging and Natural Habitat creation of felled trees
iv  Planting of up to 40 Native trees
Action: Clerk to write to Native Wales to accept quotation
Treatment options for moles on Little Mill playing field

Agreed to engage in a running contract for Mole treatment on the Little
Mill playing field with P&P Pest Control for an annual cost of £320 +VAT

Proposed by Clir Clarke seconded by Cllr Carpenter
Action: Clerk to write to P&P to engage contract
financial report (circulated prior to meeting)
Current account balance: £35,761.00

Total spend last month (December): £799.00
Review revisions to the risk report

There were no proposed changes to the risk review but completed
projects an be removed.

Action: Annual review date for risk register. Clerk to carry out a self-
assessment for lone working environment

Review training plan

The Councillor training plan and completion list has been circulated. No
issues with Councillors carrying out training.
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Review asset register

Clerk to split asset register between ‘insured’ and ‘uninsured’ items and
report to Zurich items that do not need to be insured as the insurance
value exceeds the value of the item.

Action: Clerk to rework asset register and share to councillors prior to
approval to be sent to Zurich.

Approve purchase of plaque for bench
Proposed by Clir Clarke seconded by Cllr Carpenter.

Action: Cllr Deakins to liaise with Usk Valley Farms and then place the
order for the plaque and pass invoice to Clerk for payment.

Approve the following payments

Merlin Environmental £114.66
October

Clerk Salary (PAYE)

MCC Annual £2586.25
maintenance contract

Proposed by Cllr Carpenter and seconded by Clir Bowyer

Action: Clerk to write to MCC to ask if cattlegrid has been cleaned.

17.

18.

Planning applications

i DM/2025/01617 —Ysgubor Wen Glascoed Lane Glascoed
Monmouthshire NP4 OTX — Permission is sought for the ground
preparation and erection of a wooden structure (Log Cabin) to house a
golf simulator for personal use only.. Proposed by Cllr Bowyer
seconded by Cllr Clarke.

Councillor Reports

Clr Colin Deakins attended the OVW Annual General Meeting
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b. Cllr Deakins and Cllr Carpenter attended the One Voice Wales Area
Committee meeting

19. Items for next agenda (at Chair’s discretion)

20. Date of Next Meeting



